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She has also provided animal oxygen 

mask kits to a local fire department 
for pets that are caught in fires, helped 
pay for a shelter dog’s recent surgery, 
and collected animal food for the pets 
of needy families. 

Mr. Speaker, it is wonderful to see 
such dedication to community from 
someone so young. 

Great work, Grace. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God of the universe, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 
We hunger for Your wisdom and pray 
that there might be an end to all hun-
ger in our world. 

You know the Members of this as-
sembly through and through. You 
know each personally. You know how 
they all relate with one another. You 
know them, as the American people do, 
as the 114th Congress of the United 
States. 

Lord, help them to know You. Allow 
them to come to know You, even as 
they are known by You. As ultimate 
truth, enter in and make them suitable 
for Your dwelling within so that their 
constituents might place trust in them 
as their Representatives. 

May their service continue faithfully, 
for they were elected by their voters 
back home and called by You to self-
less service. 

Bless them and us all this day, and 
may all that is done be for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. CAPPS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF THE 
HONORABLE THOMAS J. MCAVOY 

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the career of an 
esteemed public servant, the Honorable 
Thomas J. McAvoy. 

Judge McAvoy has now served as a 
Federal District Court judge in the 
Northern District of New York for the 
past 30 years. During my time as a Fed-
eral prosecutor from the Northern Dis-
trict of New York, I had the high honor 
of regularly appearing before Judge 
McAvoy. 

A native of New York’s southern tier, 
Judge McAvoy completed his under-
graduate education at Villanova Uni-
versity and continued on to graduate 
third in his class from Albany Law 
School. 

He continues to be a very valuable 
member of the local legal community, 
mentoring young lawyers through con-
tinuing education programs and meet-
ing regularly with young people 
through the Open Doors to Justice and 
Court Outreach programs. 

Throughout his 30 years on the 
bench, Judge McAvoy has tried over 900 
cases and recently received the lon-
gevity award for 50 years of service to 
the bar by the Broome County Bar As-
sociation. Judge McAvoy has dedicated 
his life and career to making our com-
munity a better place to live. 

Thank you, Judge McAvoy, for your 
outstanding public service to our com-
munity and to our Nation. I look for-
ward to your next 30 years on the 
bench. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, in honor of Women’s History 
Month, I want to recognize a remark-
able woman from south Florida, my 
friend, Rosemary Barkett. 

Rosemary is an inspiring, humble 
woman with a joyous spirit and passion 
for justice who has devoted her life to 
service. Her story reflects the great-
ness of diversity in our country. 

She was born in Mexico to Syrian im-
migrants. At age 6, her family moved 
to Miami, where she started school 
knowing no English. As a teen, Rose-
mary joined the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
becoming a nun and teacher. 

Eight years later she left the convent 
to pursue her own education and even-
tually went on to law school, private 
practice, and a brilliant judicial career 
as a trial court judge, appellate judge, 
first woman on the Florida Supreme 
Court, and first woman to be Chief Jus-
tice of that court. 

Today Justice Barkett sits on the 
prestigious Iran-United States Claims 
Tribunal in The Hague. 

My friend has broken down many 
barriers to achieve big dreams. This 
March we honor women like Rosemary 
Barkett, women of our past, present, 
and future who are making history. 

f 

KEEP TERRORISTS AT 
GUANTANAMO 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last Wednesday The Post and 
Courier, under the leadership of pub-
lisher Pamela Browning and editorial 
page editor Charles Rowe, editorial-
ized: 

President Barack Obama has asked Con-
gress to agree to close the prison at Guanta-
namo . . . Governor Nikki Haley, Senator 
Tim Scott, and Republicans on the South 
Carolina delegation are right to reject his 
call . . . Even the President has to follow the 
law. 

In a world that has given rise to the Is-
lamic State, it is hard to credit the argu-
ment that the existence of Guantanamo in-
cites terror. In a recent op-ed column for the 
Washington Post, Gordon England, a former 
Deputy Secretary of Defense, observed that 
some of the terrorists who have been re-
leased from Guantanamo have returned to 
the same nefarious activities for which they 
have been jailed. Those who remain had a 
record of participating in terrorism, financ-
ing terrorism, or outright leadership of ter-
rorism activity, Mr. England wrote. 

In a little over 4 weeks, Mr. Obama is head-
ed to Cuba for a state visit with the Castro 
brothers, who may be considered experts in 
the use of political prisons. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

TIGER GRANTS 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the De-
partment of Transportation has an-
nounced its eighth round of grants will 
be awarded under the Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Re-
covery, or TIGER, program. 

TIGER grants are awarded on a com-
petitive basis to surface transportation 
capital projects. Weight is given to 
proposals that will have a significant 
local or national impact, generate eco-
nomic development, and increase ac-
cess to affordable transportation. 

Western New York has received 
TIGER grants totaling more than $39 
million to restore access to Main 
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